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Background

The upcoming years pose many chal-
lenges to the entire humankind: climate
change, including natural disasters, is in-
creasing all around the globe, the world
population is expected to grow to 10 bil-
lion by 2050, the world hunger is on the
rise again after a decline registered by
2015. Furthermore, malnutrition in all
its forms, whether undernourishment or
obesity, affect countries simultaneously.
In this frightful scenario, farmers driven
innovation can play a significant role to
transform food systems and achieve su-
stainable development for all. In particu-
lar, farmers can play a key role in tackling
these challenges as they are innovators by
nature: for thousands of years, they have
adapted to the land, to changes in the cli-
mate, to the yield of their crops. In todays’
world, farmers are improving their in-
novation development capacity and they
need to be engaged more and more in re-
search with scientists, with private part-
nerships, with multilateral organisations
that have the technical and financial ca-
pacity to assist in projects. Innovation is
much more than mere technology: it is
a process, it can be a new way of doing
things and also a new way of involving
farmers in global policy debates, giving
them the central role they deserve to play.
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